Dwellers in our hop-growing counties will be glad learn that the "pickers" will gradually come more and more under supervision. The recently-formed Hop-Pickera Protection Association is taking upon itself an inquiry into sleeping accommodation for these birds of passage, and other matters concerning their welfare. The flock, which numbers thousands, is far from a welcome one to the inhabitants of the hop-counties, and any means by which their habits are improved will not only benefit the pickers themselves, but the community at large. The task undertaken by the association will, we fancy, not be an easy one, as must be appa* rent to all travellers on lines traversed by these hopgatherers ; their erratic modes of travelling alone make them somewhat of a care to the railway officials on their route. 
